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Tax Service

Will you love me?
I am looking
for a home
with loving
parents in a

safe
environment.

Could that be you?  There are
many adorable cats & kittens to
choose.  Give us a call:  Judy @
925-788-8675 or Michelle @

925-324-7519.

FREE Kittens

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified  

Classified   •   Classified   •   Classified     •   Classified  

Music Lessons

Insurance House Cleaning

www.totalclean.biz
Serving Lamorinda since 1985.
Insured and bonded 376-1004.

Windows & Gutters

Reliable Window Cleaning
Friendliness & remarkable results.
Windows, Gutters, Pressure
Washing. (925) 254-7622
ReliableWindowService.com 

Tree Service

East Bay Tree Service.
377-8733. Fine pruning, large
tree removal, stump grinding
License #805794

Plumbing

We hop to it!
(925) 377-6600

LeapFrogPlumbing.com

Construction

Handyman

Tree & brush removal. 
Poison Oak removal.  376-1995,
Licensed, insured & bonded 

Monica’s Cleaning
Residential & Commercial Janitorial Services
Lic. Free Estimates (925) 348-3761

Concept Builders
Remodeling, Home Repair &

New Construction

Bonded & Insured. License no. 842563

(925) 283-8122, Cell: (925) 768-4983

Piano/guitar w/Robbie Dunbar
All levels welcome!

I travel to your home.
M. A. Music Composition

Piano tuning as well!
925-323-9706

robbiednbr@gmail.com
% <>

Computer Service

COMPUTERS’ BEST FRIEND
Home & Office Computer Service
• ONSITE REPAIRS • VIRUS REMOVAL
• WINDOWS TUTORING 
• HARDWARE UPGRADES
• NETWORK SETUP AND SUPPORT
• REMOTE DESKTOP/TELEPHONE SUPPORT
www.computersbestfriend.com
925-682-3408 • 510-938-1881

Rusty Nails Handy Man Service
Repair • Restore • Revamp
Call Rusty- (925) 825-6997 Jacob Spilsbury - General Contractor

American owned and operated
Renovation  •  Remodeling • Home Repair

Big & Small Jobs • Bonded & Insured

Lic # 898775 925-825-5201

Painting Contractor

Interior, Exterior & Repairs
Professional & Reliable 

Call Terry 925-788-1663  Lic. # 851058

Baths, Showers, Floors, Walls,
Counters

Cliff 510-697-1125

Tile Setting

Rototilling

Ken’s Rototilling
• 4 W/D Tractors
• Hillside Weed Cutting

• Mowing • Discing • Rototilling
Free estimates! 925-938-9836
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

www.kensrototilling.com

Fencing

Ken’s Quality Fencing
Custom redwood fences & retaining

walls installed. Free estimates
licensed, bonded & insured. CA#667491

925-938-9836 www.kensrototilling.com

Totalintegrityinsurance.com
20+yr Lamorinda resident.  
My independent insurance 
brokerage is here to serve you. 
Over 100 top carriers = great pricing
and coverage for Biz Gen Liability, 
W Comp, Homes, Auto, Life.  Call
Henry at (925) 247-4356 0E90108 

Diablo Tax Service

IRS Licensed Enrolled Agents

Serving Lamorinda since 1989

bonded & insured 925-283-9382

Tom Romaneck Painting
Meticulous preparation & finish work

Excellent References • Owner Operated
Orinda Resident • Free Estimates

Up to $1,000 Off on a $10,000 Job

925-323-9908
TRomaneck@yahoo.com

Lic. #922081

Computer Help

Help Wanted

Part-time cashier needed
2 pm-7pm, 3 days a week.
Honest, friendly,& courteous 
Rheem Valley Cleaners, Moraga
925-247-5499 or email resume to
my3buildings@gmail.com

Local Author:
An Orinda Author’s Obsession
New novel melds fact and fiction,
shines light on silent film star
By Lou Fancher

Long before former stock broker

and first time author Robert

Murillo penned his debut book, “The

Vanity,” he was a 9-year-old boy, curl-

ing up with a radio. His imagination

set aflame by sci-fi broadcasts and

tales of quirky time travel, his child-

hood fever for fiction never dimin-

ished. Murillo will read from and

discuss his novel at 1 p.m. Saturday,

March 1 at Orinda Books. Joining

him will be Thomas Gladysz,

founder/director of the Louise Brooks

Society – and several ghosts.

      

Yes, ghosts. Because Murillo has

been haunted by Louise Brooks, a

real-life silent film star, ever since he

retired from his job as a Wells Fargo

financial advisor in 2009.

      

“My original retirement plan was

to learn to play golf and the piano. I

also wanted to travel and write,” he

said.

      

Murillo had been a high school

English teacher in Richmond for 11

years, prior to moving into the finance

sector, so thoughts of writing didn’t

arrive out of the blue. Suzanne, his

wife of 43 years, encouraged his am-

bition, suggesting a short story he’d

written might have legs for a longer

journey. Neither of them knew that

Brooks, whose films and bobbed

haircut inspired a moderate, but rabid

fan base that continues to this day,

would soon consume Murillo’s

thoughts.

      

“I got hooked,” Murillo said. “I

began to think, what if she wins the

negatives back (the real life Brooks

sued a photographer to retrieve risqué

photos he threatened to release) and

doesn’t destroy them? And then, what

if someone steals them from her?”

      

Murillo’s dreams of shooting par

faded to occasional outings with bud-

dies; the antique upright piano be-

came a dust bunny haven; travel

meant descending their Orinda

home’s staircase to write for up to ten

hours a day in “the dungeon.” Murillo

said he writes “until I lose my muse,”

which seemed quaint and even laugh-

able, until he insisted she’s real to

him. “I call her Molly, because the

name seemed to flow. When she takes

off, I quit for the day,’ he said.

      

“The Vanity” is a blend of fact

and fiction. Brooks’ allure, jumping

out of a 1927 snapshot Murillo saw,

amplified itself into the story of Mike

Lundy, a writer living in Brooks’ for-

mer home – but in the year 2011.

Time travel allows their lives to over-

lap and Lundy considers whether or

not he should intercept the scandalous

images and thus, alter destiny.

      

Murillo said he loves films, but if

given a choice between a stack of

DVDs and a stack of books, he’d

chose the latter. “When you read,

things happen in your imagination,”

he explained. “It’s less the director’s

point of view and more your own in-

terpretation.”

      

He also chose to self-publish

using CreateSpace, because of its

close connection with Amazon.

“They promote it and make it possible

to have the book on your Kindle, your

phone, or in your hand,” he said. “The

ease of buying a book on Amazon led

me.” It’s a statement putting him in an

awkward position, he admitted, be-

cause of his great devotion to inde-

pendent bookstores. “As a book

buyer, I go to Orinda Books all the

time. I think there’s room for both.”

      

At Orinda Books, Murillo will

speak about his writing process and

Gladysz – who Murillo calls “the

world expert on Louise Brooks” –

will bring information about a movie

Brooks made in Berkeley. A Q&A

will follow, accompanied by “unbe-

lievable refreshments” Murillo said

will arrive courtesy of Suzanne.

      

After promoting “The Vanity,” he

plans to return to the dungeon. He’ll

be listening to Molly and working on

“The Thirty-Third Floor,” a collection

of short stories based on his life as a

stockbroker.

Orinda author Robert Murillo         Photo provided

Fire and Wings – A Hot Burning Love Story
Two Campo grads celebrate the wedding of their dreams

With palm trees blowing in the breeze,
on a sunny Sunday in October 2013,

radio personality Heather Brittany and fire-
fighter Brian Rankin tied the knot in a vine-
yard fête at the elegant Villa de Amore in
Temecula, Calif., officiated by fellow fire-
fighter, Steven Marczinko. One hundred and
fifty guests traveled to this Southern Cali-
fornia viticulture paradise from around the
globe to celebrate. The couple placed love
letters written to one another into a wooden
box containing a bottle of their favorite vin-
tage to be opened on their fifth anniversary.

       
The Matron of Honor was Jamie

Zeimer York, their Moraga friend who has
known them individually for over 18 years
and re-connected the couple at her wedding.
“They are both my best friends and if they
were a bottle of wine, the label would read:
This wine is the perfect balance of elegance,
depth, and sweetness. Its robust flavors are
intense, spicy, yet, smooth. Each sip of this
complex blend will leave you wanting more,
making it clear you are experiencing magic,”
stated Jamie.  The Best Man was Brian’s
youngest brother, Michael, who kept the
guests laughing with his gentle jests directed
at his older sibling. Flowers for the tables
and bouquets came from the brides’ family
Lamorinda gardens. “With great friends and
four generations of family, it was the most
perfect, beautiful, blessed day of our lives!”
the happy couple chirped. 

       
Heather and Brian enjoyed an exotic

extended honeymoon in Japan and Thailand.

Celebrations 
Share Your Celebrations and Remembrances
If you would like to share an announcement about a special event or
achievement, such as a wedding, engagement, scholarship or
graduation of a local resident, or about a special person from
Lamorinda who has passed, send a photo along with your text (up to
250 words) to storydesk@lamorindaweekly.com, and include
“Celebrations and Remembrances” in the subject line.

• Troubleshoot 
any PC problem.

• Help in plain English, 
not tech talk. 

• Virus and spyware removal, 
system clean-up.

• Master e-mail, web searches, 
filing, attachments.

• Program iPod, cell phone, 
Blackberry, camera, GPS.

• Personal training in your home.
Call Alison 925-377-7711




